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On April 6 in Havana, Rafael Gutierrez Santos and Pedro Rubio Balbin told foreign journalists of
the establishment of an independent labor organization, the Sindicated Union of Cuban Workers
(Union Sindical de Trabajadores de Cuba- USTC). The USTC founders said the Union is a "nonpolitical, autonomous and independent labor organization unconnected with any political ideology
or government." Gutierrez and Balbin said the USTC has called for a referendum to allow Cubans to
decide "what kind of society they wish to live in." The two men added that the government should
grant a general amnesty to political prisoners, suspend the death penalty, institute educational
and penal reforms, and formally recognize the political opposition. The USTC will petition the
Justice Ministry for legal status. On April 28 in San Jose, Puerto Rico, exiled Cuban Christian
Democratic Party (PDC) leader Jose Ignacio Rasco called for a "national dialogue" to create an
agenda for political opening, including free elections. Rasco said, "The Cuban situation has only
two possible outcomes, the Polish way, involving peaceful change, or the Rumanian, of violence,
and we support the former...We don't want to negotiate on the pyre of 75,000 dead bodies, like in
El Salvador." Rasco said his proposal for national dialogue is supported by the four parties which
make up the Cuban Democratic Platform: the PDC, the Social Democratic Party, the Liberal Party
and the Conservative Party. He said the Democratic Platform has no connection with members of
the Cuban exile community who support the violent overthrow of President Fidel Castro. (Sources:
Spanish news service EFE, 04/06/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, Agence France-Presse, 04/28/92)
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